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                                                      FROST AND CYCADS     
QUESTION BY WILLEM FOURIE:-

 MY CYCAD CONE GOT DAMAGED WITH COLD (BLACK FROST) WILL THAT HAVE ANY EFFECT ON THE SEED?
IN GENERAL, MY VIEW PLEASE! CYCADS CAN TAKE A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF FROST BEFORE THEY GET ANY DAMAGE OR SEVERE DAMAGE!!!!

IN MY VIEW (EXPERIENCE) BLUE LEAVED CYCADS AND TWO OR THREE GREEN LEAVED CYCADS CAN TAKE A CERTAIN DEGREE OF FROST WITHOUT GETTING ANY DAMAGE!!

REMEMBER IF A CYCAD LEAVES GET BURNED BROWN OR PURPLE WITH FROST IN WINTER TIME, AS SOON AS THE NEW SEASON STARTS AND CYCADS MAKING NEW LEAVES IN THE NEW SEASON AND YOU CUT OFF THE OLD LEAVES, NOBODY WILL EVER KNOW YOUR CYCAD HAVE BEEN BURNED BY FROST.

TWO QUESTIONS WAS RAISED, FOTO’S ATTACHED

1.) IF A CYCAD LEAVES IS BURNED BY FROST, DO YOU CUT OFF THE OLD LEAVES EMEDIATLY OR NOT

2.) IF THE CYCAD HAVE A FEMALE CONE, IS THE SEED IN THE CONE DAMAGED OR NOT?

FOTO’S ATTACHED FIG 1 DID THE SEED GET DAMAGED BY THE BLACK FROST OR NOT?

DEPENDING IF THE CONE WAS FROZEN BY THE BLACK FROST AND THE EMBRIO WAS FROZEN. TAKE NOTE THAT YOU CAN PUT FERTILE CYCAD SEED IN A FRIIZERVFOR TWO TO THREE YEARS WITHOUT ANY DAMAGE. AS LONG AS YOU DO NOT FREEZE IT UP!!

DO NOT CUT OFF THE BURNED PURPLE LEAVES!! FOR THE SIMPLE REASON!!

THE REASON FOR NOT CUTTING OFF THE BROWN, PURPLE FROZEN BLACK LEAVES IS QUIT SIMPLE, IF YOU DO GET BLACK FROST AGAIN BEFORE THE END OF THE SEASON THE LEAVES COULD PROTECT THE CROWN OR THE CONE OF THE CYCAD TO GET BLACK FROST, WHICH IN SOME CASES COULD FREEZE THE CROWN, OR THE CONE OF THE CYCAD AND KILL ALL LIVING AND THREE OR FOUR MONTHS LATER YOUR CYCAD CROWN WILL START FALLING APPART
WHAT IS BLACK FROST?

BLACK FROST IS THE OCCORUNCE OF WET CONDITIONS WITH A VERY COLD WIND BLOWING, THUS YOUR CYCAD LEAVES WITH MOISTURE AND MAYBE YOY WATERED THE CYCAD THE PREVIOUS DAY LATE IN THE AFTERNOON, WHICH YOU SHOULD NEVER DO, NEVER, NEVER  WATER YOUR GARDEN IN WINTER TIME LATER THAN, I WOULD SAY 11 am.

THAT WILL PREVENT OR PREVENTION FOR FROST OR BLACK FROST, IF IT SHOULD OCCUR!!!!
